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the production of wool was here, as elsewhere in New Zealand,
the chief object of the pastoralist, but about that time the develop-
ment of refrigerating apparatus brought into existence the trade
in frozen mutton. This has led to an important change In the
character of the flocks. The merino sheep, which had hitherto
been almost exclusively raised, proved unacceptable on the British
market, and its place was taken on the richer low-lying hills and
plains by crosses between it and Leicesters, Lincolns, Romney
Marshes, and other breeds, to serve the double object of producing
a good wool and providing fat mutton. On the higher lands, where
the native grass is not suitable for fattening purposes, the merino
is still supreme. Taken as a whole, the Canterbury region possesses
over one-sixth of the flocks of the Dominion,
Banks Peninsula, a volcanic region with rich fertile soil, is devoted
to dairy-farming, and produces large quantities of butter and cheese;
Christchurch is the chief town on the Canterbury Plains, and
Lyttelton, eight miles distant, is its port,
THE NORTH-EASTERN REGION does not possess much land
suitable for cultivation. What there is occurs mainly in the
Wairau Plain, in "the lower part of the basin of the river of that
name. Here stands Blenheim, the capital of Marlborough, and
here live over one-half of the inhabitants of the whole region.
Elsewhere, sheep farming is the principal occupation of the people.
The tussock grass of the uplands carries less than one merino
sheep to the acre, but where the forest has been cleared the land is
richer and carries two to four cross breeds. Among other industries
the most important is saw-milling.
THE OTAGQ PENEPLAN& is much dissected by rivers, and it is
in the valleys of these rivers, and in the beds of old lakes which they
have drained, that the best agricultural land occurs. Turnips and
oats are the main crops cultivated; about one-half of the New
Zealand crop of oats is raised in this region, wMch also comes next
to, though a long way behind, the Canterbury Plains in the pro-
duction of wheat. Pastoral farming is, however, a much more
important pursuit at the present time, and in South Island the
Otago peneplane ranks next to the Canterbury Plains in the size of
its flocks. Sheep are fed upon the mountain pastures in summer,
while in winter they are driven down to the lower slopes of the hills,
sufficient fodder being grown in the flat valley bottoms to maintain